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Thank you. 

It is good to be Kev! 

And it’s good to be with all of you. 

Welcome to Kev Talks 2 – the sequel.  

The annual dinner where I tell you about the world… 

… according to Kev. 

By the way, is that REALLY what we’re calling this thing? 

Kev Talks 2? 

That’s the best we could do guys?  

Not very original. 

This must be the same staff who was working on the Balboa Park Centennial.  

The Centennial, man.  

Oh well… 

We’ll get it next time. 

Let me just start by saying, Kris Michell… 

Why did you schedule this BEFORE the election?  

I still have to be nice to people before they vote. 

I could still lose this thing! 

Now, I know people are going to want Chargers jokes tonight. 

Not gonna happen.  

The talks are just too sensitive. 

Making Chargers jokes right now…it would just be awkward. 

Kinda like, I don’t know, Nathan and Lorena flirting on Twitter awkward.  

And that’s pretty awkward. 

I want to recognize my wonderful wife, Katherine. 
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Katherine is fantastic. She’s my rock. She’s extremely smart. She doesn’t suffer 

fools easily… 

Which is why I spend so much time outside of the house. 

It’s hard to believe I’m wrapping up my second year as mayor. 

That’s right – a San Diego mayor has served for more than nine months in office! 

San Diego – that's progress! 

I’m getting pretty good at this mayor thing. 

I learned a lot in my second year.  

I learned that the City Council can pass your budget unanimously — even if some 

of them don’t like you.  

Well, maybe just one of them… 

I learned that you can offer someone 350 million dollars. 

And they'll say…“Eh.”  

And I learned that it’s easier for a Republican to embrace the concept of climate 

change than it is for Democrats to accept that a Republican has embraced the 

concept of climate change. 

Yes, it’s great being mayor. 

I highly recommend it. 

You all should really try it. 

Not this year though.  

Yes, it's reelection time.  

It’s why my plans to build and upgrade 50 parks, find homes for one thousand 

homeless veterans, repair one thousand miles of streets and invest half a billion 

dollars in infrastructure… 

Have been met with a collective shrug by Democrats. 

They’re like, “Meh. What else you got?” 

“Getting things done and achieving results? That’s so BORING!” 
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They want some lofty rhetoric. 

They’re saying they want me to be “visionary.” 

They’re like, “Where’s your plan for world peace?” 

Guys, guys, guys! 

I’m running for Mayor, not Miss America! 

But you know what, I want you to know that I’m listening. 

I don’t care if an idea comes from a Republican, a Democrat, or a Democrat who 

says she’s now an independent. 

As long as it doesn't come from Cory Briggs, a good idea is a good idea. 

So maybe they’re right. 

Maybe I should be more passionate. More expressive.  

So, in the spirit of being visionary, I’ve chosen a bold – but familiar – slogan for 

my second term in office. 

There’s a lot of talk these days about “Making America Great Again.” 

And I thought, “Hey. I already made San Diego great.” 

“And I’m running for another term so I can do it all over again.” 

So ladies and gentlemen, it’s time… 

To Make San Diego Great Again…AGAIN. 

And here's my plan on how to do it.  

Step One:  

Remind people that San Diego wasn't so great before I made it great.  

This one’s pretty easy. 

Bob Filner.  

Just when people have almost forgotten, he’s back – making all of us look good by 

comparison. 

Actually, I’m pretty sure Fabiani had something to do with bringing him back.  
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Once Filner was in the headlines again, Fabiani was quick to praise him for his 

willingness to work on a stadium back in 2013. 

Fabiani recently said – and this is a quote – that Filner was the only mayor to ever 

agree with his vision. 

'Nuff said. 

And then of course, there’s the book. 

You all know which book I’m talking about. 

A scathing account written by Filner’s chief of staff – the person who is supposed 

to be his closest professional confidant. 

You know, I couldn’t imagine how I would feel if someone I trusted – someone I 

saw every day – someone who's always been there for me – wrote those kinds of 

things about me. 

But the bartender at Dobson’s would never betray me like that. 

Filner obviously made a lot of mistakes.  

But this year he did something every politician knows you NEVER do. 

He did an interview with the Voice of San Diego. 

C’mon. Who does that? 

Rookie mistake, man. 

Speaking of the Voice of San Diego, they just moved their offices to downtown. 

The Union-Tribune is making the same move, too. 

Downtowners, the press has finally found you guys.  

The jig is up.  

It’s over. 

Reporters are going to be everywhere, listening to your conversations.  

They’re gonna be Watchdogging you.  

Blogging you.  

Tweeting you. 
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The Westgate. Grant Grill. University Club.  

No restaurant is safe for a power lunch.  

Or an after-work cocktail.  

Or a during-work cocktail. 

Kersey, remember that time at the Star Bar, when you were crying that it had been 

three years and you still didn't have your infrastructure plan?  

And you said, “What am I gonna do, Kev?”  

And I said, “Bro, stop whining like Alvarez.” 

“Just make it up!” 

AND. YOU. DID.  

So that’s Step One to Make San Diego Great Again…AGAIN. 

Step Two: 

Make San Diego Great Again for ALL San Diegans. 

Just about a month ago I delivered my second State of the City address. 

I shared stories of struggle, hard work and triumph from everyday San Diegans as I 

outlined my vision for the future. 

It was a great speech.  

At least that’s what everyone said to my face. 

But there’s one group that hasn’t fared so well under my administration. 

It’s you. 

The downtown insiders.  

Your reputation has taken a hit over the years.  

You’ve been picked on. 

You’ve been trodden upon. 

Your wingtips have been scuffed.  

Your pearls have been clutched.  
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Your pocket squares have been ruffled.  

Your second butler is demanding a higher minimum wage.  

Things are different now for you. 

You – the tired, the well-to-do, the huddled elites yearning for public subsidy.  

People like SDG&E’s Frank Urtasun – an average guy working at a small Fortune 

500 company, just trying to keep the lights on. 

People like Keith Jones – who just want to pave paradise with an Ace parking 

lot… 

And then charge us $100 to park there.  

People like Cox Communication’s Sam Attisha and AT&T’s Ignacio De La Torre. 

They’re just two little mega companies struggling to hold on to their Internet 

monopolies in the face of new and disruptive technology.  

If you don't get that joke, just Google it.  

People like Jerry Engen – just an employee at a humble mom and pop 

multinational corporation called Westfield.  

Jerry, I know you're struggling man.  

Your company only controls, like, 90 percent of San Diego’s retail space.  

But if you don't finish Horton Plaza Park soon I'm gonna build a stadium there.  

Simply put, Downtown’s upper crust is starting to crumble.  

The crème de la crème is curdling. 

Even Craig Benedetto. 

He can barely get a single Whole Foods downtown.  

It’s pathetic, Craig. 

Get it together.  

Are people still hiring you? 

So tonight, I'm introducing a new program to help all of you. 

It's pretty simple actually.  
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I’m giving each of you a chance to be mayor for the day. 

It’s great. 

Community forums.  

Constituent emails.  

Sitting in meeting after meeting after meeting with Kris Michell.  

Receiving briefings on glamorous topics…such as how to most-effectively wash 

seal poop off the rocks in La Jolla.  

Keeping a smile on your face while listening to Downtown Partnership board 

members – who will remain nameless – explaining why they should be able to 

water their two-acre lawn even while it’s raining.  

Once you have a taste of all this power… you’ll be begging for Kev to be back in 

charge. 

Step Three to Make San Diego Great Again…AGAIN: Keep Downtown Moving! 

And that starts with supporting the Downtown San Diego Partnership! 

Or is it the San Diego Downtown Partnership? 

Or is it the Employment Office for Former Jerry Sanders’ Aides?  

I can never remember… 

Anyway, I’m actually very appreciative of what the Partnership does to make 

Downtown an amazing community to work in, live in, and visit. 

You had a very productive year in 2015… 

You had tremendous success bolstering Downtown’s innovation economy with 

your Link2Downtown program. 

You’re working with Civic San Diego to bring the Circulator Shuttle to the streets 

of Downtown this year. 

And you are keeping Downtown beautiful 24/7 with your Clean & Safe program. 

Give the staff at the Partnership a round of applause! 

Oh, and I forgot to mention another big project they’re doing. 

They’re spending a ton of your money on remodeling their office! 
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I mean, what better way to ensure Downtown is beautiful for all of us than getting 

new wallpaper, couches and a sweet Keurig coffee machine! 

Way to go, Partnership! 

They had to cut back a little bit on their homeless outreach budget this year, but 

hey, oh well. 

By the way, that’s how we’re gonna take care of the City Hall problem, guys. 

Instead of building a new one, we’re gonna have the Partnership come in and 

refurbish it one floor at a time.  

One every year. 

In 13 years we’ll be all set! 

One of the Partnership’s biggest goals is to bring more business to Downtown. 

But I’ll be honest.  

If they’re truly going to be successful, they have to overcome some of the biggest 

complaints people have about Downtown. 

Too much traffic. 

Too much noise. 

Too many drunk people. 

And what better way to fix all these problems than building a SECOND stadium 

Downtown? 

Perfect! 

You know, I’m not going to weigh in on the Chargers issue – notice I keep saying 

that, by the way? – but let me just say that if Mission Valley is good enough for 

Beyoncé, it should be good enough for the rest of us. 

Speaking of the stadium, I just want to say this. 

Thanks A LOT, Jerry Sanders. 

Thanks for avoiding the stadium issue for seven years and leaving me with this. 

I’d rather fix the pension crisis all over again than deal with this. 

Uh oh. Wait. 
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This is a Partnership event.  

I’m not supposed to mention the Chamber of Commerce. 

It’s so funny. All these groups have their little rivalries. They’re all frenemies. 

The Partnership… 

The Chamber… 

The EDC… 

The Lincoln Club… 

They all want one thing: approval from Kev. 

Well let me tell you how to know if you’re on my good side. 

If Matt Awbrey gives a statement about you to the press, you’re gold. 

But if you see Jason Roe giving the statement…RUH ROH. 

You’re in trouble.  

If you even see Jason Roe walking toward you – turn around. 

No.  

I’m not kidding. 

Turn around and run. 

Step Four to Make San Diego Great Again…AGAIN.  

Always do what Kev does.  

Here’s a few “Kev Rules” to live your life by. 

Kev Rule One: 

Give people nicknames. 

You meet a lot of people as mayor. 

So I have a little system to remember everyone’s name. 

There’s the Sherminator. 

There’s the Zapfinator. 
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There’s “One Term Roberts” – Dave, not Ron. 

And when you don’t know their name, there’s “Hey Bro!” 

There’s a lot of “Hey Bros” in the room here tonight. 

Kev Rule Two:  

Always stay above the fray. 

Kev never loses his cool.  

Mark Fabiani calls you “unsophisticated”? 

David Alvarez throws a tantrum because you didn’t show up to his committee 

hearing? 

Don’t defend yourself.  

Just hold your tongue, smile, and coordinate an entire dinner each year to passively 

aggressively mock them in a forum where they can’t respond. 

I feel better already, don’t you? 

Kev Rule Three:  

If you’re young and cool – like Kev – you have to cultivate an air of wisdom and 

sophistication. 

So always form a bond with a distinguished, venerable, silver-haired politician. 

So when Jerry Sanders left City Hall I was thinking, “Man, what I am going to do 

now?” 

Hellooooooo Ron Roberts! 

What can I say? I have a type. 

That brings me to Step Five to Make San Diego Great Again…AGAIN: Make 

elected officials less terrible. 

This may be the hardest step of them all. 

I’m not a miracle worker. 

There’s the Democrats, who are screwing each other. 

Sherri and Todd.  
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Toni and Marty. 

And then there’s us Republicans. 

The press is saying that I am the hope for the GOP in California. 

Me. 

They say it’s a small bench. 

I AM the bench. 

I did consider it for a brief moment…and then I found out Liam Dillon is moving 

to Sacramento. 

Never mind! 

Good luck with that, Todd! 

Anyway, let’s take a look at the elections this year. 

We have two people competing to replace the most electrifying personality on the 

City Council. 

Yes, I’m referring to Sherri Lightner. 

Ray Ellis and Barbara Bry have some big robot shoes to fill.  

I will tell you this about Barbara Bry, the Democrat in the race. 

She once told me – and this is a true story – “I disagree with you on all the issues –

but I really like what you’re doing!” 

That’s my core constituency, folks.  

People who try to dislike me, but just can’t. 

Sadly, neither Lightner, Bry nor Ellis are really very funny. 

So let me digress for this moment to make fun of the County. 

Could they be any stingier? 

They have a ton of money over there – but don’t you dare make the mistake of 

asking them for it. 

The poor Downtown Partnership is trying to raise money for the homeless by 

collecting change out of parking meters. 
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Meanwhile the County Supervisors begin every morning by diving into a pool of 

gold coins like Scrooge McDuck. 

But I do have to give it to the County.  

They are – finally – and this is true – joining the City to make a significant 

investment in homeless services. 

Give them a round of applause. 

It was a classy move.  

And boy, did the County let us know it. 

They always let us know how thankful we should be every time they loosen the 

purse strings. 

It’s for our own good, though.  

They don’t want to enable us. 

It’s like they’re mom, giving son his lunch money. 

They’re like, “Now City, promise you’re not going to spend all this money on 

candy, and stadiums, and programs for the poor.” 

I’m like, “Hey Roberts, lighten up – I’m only going to build one stadium. And I 

promise we’ll take care of it this time.” 

The County is so cheap that when Ron Roberts wants to build a sky tram, they’re 

like, “Hmm, if we paid for that it would only leave us with like TWO BILLION 

DOLLARS in our savings account.” 

“Better raise taxes instead!” 

Yes, SANDAG wants to raise taxes to pay for my friend Ron’s skyway gondola. 

Or “Rondola,” as I call it. 

Now, I will admit that I may be jumping to conclusions. 

SANDAG might not pay for the Rondola with their tax increase plan. 

Or maybe they will. 

The truth is that they have no idea what to include in this tax measure. 
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In fact, they had to go out there and ask people what they wanted this tax increase 

to pay for. 

So let me get this straight, Gary Gallegos.  

You know that you want to raise our taxes. 

But you don’t know why. 

Greeeeeeat. 

Great strategy!  

I’m sure it’ll work!  

Anyway, back to the City Council. 

We have the election to replace Todd Gloria – Chris Ward versus Anthony Bernal. 

Boy, and I thought Todd looked young. 

This race is like watching the Muppet Babies. 

They got these campaign slogans. 

Anthony Bernal’s is “Bernal for ALL” 

Chris Ward’s is “ForWARD.” Get it? Forward? 

It’s so cute that they’re still using their slogans for when they ran for student body 

president.  

Just precious. 

And Todd man – he is checked out! 

He’s got some new friends in Sacramento now. 

He doesn’t need us anymore. 

He’s basically in San Diego long enough to vote against Mark Kersey’s big 

infrastructure plan, then catch the next flight back to Sac. 

Todd made Kersey the Infrastructure Committee chairman to create that plan by 

the way. 

Oh the irony… 

We have Mark Kersey running for reelection in District 5. 
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I heard Jan Goldsmith bugged his office. 

There was nothing on the tape.  

Just crickets. 

Nothing happening there. 

I heard there was a pothole sighting in his district.  

They found one.  

I don’t know how he became the infrastructure guy – every street in his district is a 

private road. 

You know, he didn’t even have an opponent when he got elected to office. 

Here is an actual quote from the news coverage of his 2012 campaign. 

"When you’re running unopposed for City Council you don’t have to make a lot of 

campaign promises. And Mark Kersey hasn’t." 

And ladies and gentlemen, he’s living up to that campaign pledge to this day. 

Scott Sherman – he’s running for reelection. 

You see, Scott’s campaign comes down to one message. 

“I’m not a politician. Reelect me.” 

Think about that one for a second. 

Sherman, man. 

This guy. 

Scott, next time you host a citywide sandbag giveaway, make sure you actually 

bring some sandbags. 

This is a true story. 

If you went to pick up sandbags at Qualcomm Stadium a few weeks back, thank 

the City C.O.O. Scott Chadwick, not Scott Sherman. 

Because Chadwick is the one Sherman called when Sherman realized he brought 

plenty of sand…but forgot to bring enough sandbags. 
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Sherman’s standing there with a dumpster truck full of sand, thinking – what am I 

missing? 

But the Shermanator is the kind of guy you want fighting for you in the fox hole. 

He’s a scrapper. 

He’s a one man wrecking crew for a new stadium in Mission Valley. 

Anything stadium related, he’s there. 

This is another true story. 

KUSI was doing a live shot from Qualcomm Stadium one morning.  

6:30 AM. 

Sherman sees them on TV, and DRIVES OVER THERE so he can do an 

interview. 

I think you could see his pickup truck on live TV, pulling up in the background. 

Usually it’s elected officials who are scared about getting ambushed by the media.  

You know that’s how it’s supposed to work, right Scott? 

Well, we got at least one vote for the stadium. 

And we have the District 9 race. 

I don’t know any of the candidates except for Ricardo Flores.  

Or “Ricky Flowers.”  

I translated his name to English.  

I speak Spanish. 

He’s running to replace Marti Emerald, who’s retiring.   

Marti could have served a third term.  

But she didn’t.  

And San Diegans thank her for that.   

We have the City Attorney race. 

Soon I won’t have Jan Goldsmith as my lawyer anymore. 
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Which is tough, because Jan and I have really grown close over the years. 

I remember the exact moment we bonded. 

It was the night he planted those bugs in Bob Filner’s office. 

Todd never showed up. The chicken. 

But Jan was there.  

Dressed in black from head to toe. 

He brought rope, so we could scale the building and enter a window. 

I had to say, “Chill, buddy. Chief Lansdowne gave me the key.” 

We also have several other elected officials who aren’t running for reelection. 

Councilmember Lorie Zapf has a lot on her plate. 

She’s got the fly problem in Mission Beach. 

She’s got trash in the alleys during the tourist season. 

She’s got vacation renters and residents in a civil war. 

Those are tough issues.  

I would know. 

I was supposed to fix them when I had her job. 

We have Councilmember Myrtle Cole.  

She recently passed a law that allows people to rename a street for just $120. 

Great idea. 

I already plopped down 1,000 bucks for some streets of my own. 

I reserved… 

Kev Kourt. 

Gin and Tonic Terrace. 

Camino de la Kevin. 
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Myrtle Cole-de-sac – that’s for you, Myrtle. 

David Alvarez Avenue.  

Of course, I had to pay a little extra for that one ‘cause it also required a “dead 

end” sign. 

We have Chris Cate in District 6. 

Chris Cate is the Amazon.com of Councilmembers 

He started off doing one or two things really well, then before you know it he’s up 

in everyone else’s business. 

Chris – the great thing about ideas is you can have your own. 

Can someone take this guy to the Idea District? 

Chris will take credit for any idea. 

He’s looking at his silverware right now. 

“A spoon with legs at the end – genius! I call it a fork!” 

“You’ve done it again, Chris!” 

Of course how could we forget District 8 – David Alvarez. 

Oh David, David, David. 

Have you guys noticed that David....he’s just a tad…pouty? 

Dude, it’s time to move on. 

The election was two years ago. 

Things are great for me! 

And things are actually pretty great for you, too! 

A lot has been accomplished in his district.  

We improved community response times by a minute in South Bay. 

We broke ground on a new transportation project so students in San Ysidro will no 

longer have to walk in the middle of a busy road on their way to school. 

We even allocated funding for a park one of his communities wanted for years and 

years. 
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So you know what? Maybe David is right. 

Maybe I shouldn’t have run for mayor. 

Maybe I should’ve run for District 8 Councilman. 

I’m pretty good at it! 

Nonetheless, I am running for reelection. 

And that brings me to the last thing we can do to Make San Diego Great 

Again…AGAIN: Reelect me, of course. 

Now, my opponent is saying that I want to seek higher office. 

But she’s got it all wrong. 

See, here’s the thing you don’t understand about me. 

I’m your rebound guy. 

Whenever you have someone that isn’t quite cutting it….Kev is there. 

The Study Body Vice President resigns at SDSU – Kev was there. 

Resignations from the City Council – Kev was there. 

Someone resigns as mayor – Kev was there. 

And when President Trump resigns from office – Kev will be there! 

That’s right.  

Kev for Prez.  

That has a nice ring to it! 

We're taking One San Diego national. One U.S.A., baby! 

This, ladies and gentlemen, is how we Make San Diego Great Again, AGAIN! 

So for those of you who are drunk at this point, let me sum up tonight’s speech for 

you. 

Rondola. 

Coledesac. 

Ricky Flowers.   
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One San Diego. 

Kev for Prez. 

Gracias! 


