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JACKIE ROBINSON FAMILY YMCA CELEBRATES  
WITH GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY FOR NEW FACILITY  

IN SOUTHEAST SAN DIEGO 
 

SAN DIEGO – The YMCA today celebrated the official groundbreaking of a new 50,000 square-
foot, full-service Jackie Robinson YMCA on the same land it has been on in southeast San 
Diego since 1943 (151 YMCA Way, San Diego, CA 92102). With the highly-anticipated new 
facility, this YMCA will have the opportunity to serve more kids, adults and families, while 
strengthening the community.  
 
Nearly 200 key community leaders, donors and YMCA supporters joined the celebration, 
including YMCA leadership, City of San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer, Councilmember Myrtle 
Cole, Assemblymembers Lorena Gonzalez and Dr. Shirley Weber, San Diego Padres’ Tom 
Seidler and many more. They were joined by a dozen YMCA youth dressed in construction 
hardhats, helping to turn dirt for the facility that will have a positive impact on their character 
and development. 
 
In a community where the YMCA is often referred to as a “safe haven,” key community 
supporters are insuring this sentiment continues and is strengthened by fulfilling their pledge 
of $26 million toward the construction.  
 
The YMCA extends its deepest thanks to the following major donors who are making this state-
of-the-art YMCA facility a reality: Legler Benbough Foundation, California State Parks, Civic 
San Diego, County of San Diego, Dick and Jan Hunter, Major League Baseball and the San 
Diego Padres, the Saxten Family, and the Hervey Family Fund, Rivkin Family Fund, and Orca 
Fund at the San Diego Foundation. 

 
The future facility is expected to be under construction the next 12-18 months during Phase I.  
The finished product will include the following during the first phase: A 50,000 square-foot full-
service YMCA, a state-of-the-art fitness and wellness center named by the Saxten Family; a 
gymnasium featuring two basketball courts, community multi-purpose room, child watch and 
kid’s Adventure Center; intergenerational program space, teen/technology center, two multi-
purpose group exercise studios, cycling studio, mind and body exercise studio, a member 
lounge and more! Phase II (pending an additional $4 million in funds) will include: an aquatic 
center with a 25-yard, six-lane competitive length pool and a heated family swimming pool. 
Both pools will be enclosed with a retractable roof enclosure, a splash pad and an outdoor 
arena basketball and soccer complex (pending an additional $2 million in funds). 
 
“We want the entire community to start getting excited for their new local YMCA,” said Michael 
Brunker, Executive Director for the Jackie Robinson Family YMCA. “A new Jackie Robinson 
Family YMCA reinforces all of the great work the Y has invested in the southeastern San Diego 
community for 73 years. It allows us to extend our reach to work tirelessly to nurture the 
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potential of kids, improve health and well-being, and give back and support our neighbors. We 
are very grateful to our donors, local businesses, volunteers, elected officials and the 
community at-large for helping to make this dream a reality.”  

 
For more information on the project, how to become a Charter Member, or to make a 
charitable donation, please contact Michael Brunker, Executive Director, Jackie Robinson 
Family YMCA, at 619-264.1451 or  by email at mbrunker@ymca.org, or visit our website.  
 
High resolution photos available upon request. 

### 

About the Y 

The Y is one of the nation’s leading nonprofits strengthening communities through youth 

development, healthy living and social responsibility.  Across the U.S., 2,700 Ys engage 21 

million men, women and children – regardless of age, income or background – to nurture the 

potential of children and teens, improve the nation’s health and well-being, and provide 

opportunities to give back and support neighbors.  Anchored in more than 10,000 communities, 

the Y has the long-standing relationships and physical presence not just to promise, but to 

deliver, lasting personal and social change. www.ymca.org 
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