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Greg Brehm

Subject: FW: The future is bright

 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Alex DiGiorgio <adigiorgio@mcecleanenergy.org> 
Date: Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 11:26 AM 
Subject: Re: The future is bright 
To: Contra Costa Building Trades <ccbtc@att.net> 
 

Greg,  
 
I understand and will respect your boundaries in this regard.  
 
 
--  
Alex DiGiorgio | 415.464.6031 
MCE Community Development Manager 
www.mceCleanEnergy.org 
 
Cleaner energy for our community. Your choice. 
Usted puede escoger energía más limpia! 

 

We moved! MCE is now located at: 

1125 Tamalpais Ave. 

San Rafael, CA 94901 

 
On Wed, Aug 5, 2015 at 9:37 AM, Contra Costa Building Trades <ccbtc@att.net> wrote: 
Alex, 
 
Let me make it as simple as possible so you can clearly understand.  I will not be wasting anymore 
time in these meetings.  Secondly your  
labor proposal for an agreement with the Building Trades doesn't have a snowballs chance in hell of 
ever being signed. 
 
And one final item, take me off your email list, there will be no further communications. 
  
Greg Feere 
Contra Costa Building and 
Construction Trades Council 
2727 Alhambra Ave, Suite 5 



2

Martinez, CA 94553 
925-228-0900 
925-372-7414 FAX 
 
 

 
 
lease consider the environment before printing this email. 
 

From: Alex DiGiorgio <adigiorgio@mcecleanenergy.org> 
To: Contra Costa Building Trades <ccbtc@att.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 4, 2015 2:01 PM 
 
Subject: Re: The future is bright 
 
Greg,  

I appreciate the candor of your feedback, and am glad we share the goal of creating jobs in 
Richmond through renewable energy project development.  

What confuses me is why you declined to join the workforce development meeting we convened at 
RichmondBUILD last week, since cultivating a direct partnership with the Building Trades for this 
project (and future ones) was precisely our purpose.  This is the reason I persistently encouraged 
you and other representatives from the Building Trades to join us; and why I am pleased to report 
the meeting was still productive, despite your absence.  

A poorly paid non-union workforce is certainly not MCE's goal. If it was, I wouldn't be here, nor 
would any of my colleagues. Workforce development is part of this agency's mission, and we are 
committed to creating employment opportunities in Richmond and throughout our service area.  

Your question ('Where will these young men and women go after this project is completed?') would 
be best addressed by a partnership that combines the wholesale purchasing power and community 
support of MCE with the career paths created by RichmondBUILD and the Building Trades. Under 
these conditions, local projects built to provide more renewable power to our customers would 
present job opportunities and thereby lend support to careers in the Building Trades.  
 
So here's my question to you: How can MCE forge a more comprehensive partnership with the 
Contra Costa Building Trades if their chief representative declines to attend the meeting we convened 
for precisely this purpose?  
 
In your message, you described MCE's 'labor proposal' as naive and unrealistic--but we have not yet 
circulated a draft labor proposal. Indeed, last week's meeting was specifically convened to develop a 
realistic proposal based on the feedback and engaged participation of the stakeholders in attendance. 
This is what I explained over the phone as well.  
 
Here's the bottom line: MCE's Solar One project presents an opportunity create more local union jobs 
in Richmond.  Moreover, the project's ambitious local hire requirement creates an incentive for all 
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stakeholders to work collaboratively to close the gap between a local job and a union job in a 
community that desperately needs both.  
 
For this reason, the skepticism you previously expressed about the project's 50% minimum local hire 
requirement, and the timeline of its EIR process, did not feel particularly constructive. But if you are 
motivated to work together to meet our shared objectives, and help recruit local workers for the 
project, I remain ready. So does MCE.  
 
On the other hand, if MCE's Solar One project is not the appropriate venue for doing so, perhaps our 
next project in West Contra Costa will be.   
 
In the meantime, many thanks again for your consideration.  
 
Alex  
 
--  
Alex DiGiorgio | 415.464.6031 
MCE Community Development Manager 
www.mceCleanEnergy.org 
 
Cleaner energy for our community. Your choice. 
Usted puede escoger energía más limpia! 

 
 
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Contra Costa Building Trades <ccbtc@att.net> 
Date: Mon, Aug 3, 2015 at 9:11 AM 
Subject: Re: The future is bright 
To: Alex DiGiorgio <adigiorgio@mcecleanenergy.org> 
 

Alex, 
 
It is not a matter of partnership with M.C.E. at issue.  It is the naive unrealistic labor proposal that 
M.C.E has proposed.  The same issue and problem has come up with Marin Building Trades Council 
and will also come up throughout the entire Bay Area, if you continue to move forward. 
 
The job aspect for your solar project is an excellent idea but without the direct partnership with the 
Building Trades these are nothing more than short term, dead end jobs without a future.   Where will 
these young men and women go after this project is completed?  A poorly paid non-union workforce 
is something that I do not want to be associated with. 
  
Greg Feere 
Contra Costa Building and 
Construction Trades Council 
2727 Alhambra Ave, Suite 5 
Martinez, CA 94553 

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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925-228-0900 
925-372-7414 FAX 
 
 

 
 
lease consider the environment before printing this email. 
 

From: Alex DiGiorgio <adigiorgio@mcecleanenergy.org> 
To: Contra Costa Building Trades <ccbtc@att.net>  
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2015 6:36 PM 
Subject: The future is bright 
 
Greg,  

I was sorry you decided not to join our meeting today, and have declined to partner with us on the 
construction of MCE's Solar 1 project in Richmond. 

In the future, if you and your colleagues decide you are interested in working together on other 
renewable energy projects, please let me know.  The future is bright for local sustainable 
development in West Contra Costa.  

In the meantime, many thanks for your consideration, and best of luck to you and CCBT.  
 

--  
Alex DiGiorgio | 415.464.6031 
MCE Community Development Manager 
www.mceCleanEnergy.org 
 
Cleaner energy for our community. Your choice. 
Usted puede escoger energía más limpia! 

 
We moved! MCE is now located at: 
1125 Tamalpais Ave. 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
 

 

MCE is committed to protecting customer privacy. Learn more at: www.mceCleanEnergy.org/pri vacy  
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