
TO: California Democratic Party

Jenny Bach, Secretary
Clark Lee, Director

CC: Lara Larramendi, Lead Chair, Credentials Committee
Michael Wagaman, Lead Chair, Credentials Committee

CC: Denise Penn, Executive Board Member
Melahat Rafiei, Executive Board Member
Howard Welinsky, Executive Board Member

FROM: San Diego County Democratic Party Central Committee

RE: Request to Remove 11 DSCC Members, Based on Statement of Charges Dated 2/21/18;
Letter in Support of 11 Members & Request That Proceedings And/Or Charges Be Dismissed

DATE: March 27, 2018

Honorable Members of the California Democratic Party Executive Board and Credentials Committee:

It has come to our attention that eleven (11) of our San Diego County DSCC members, have each been served with a 
complaint, alleging a violation of Section 9, Paragraph b, of the California Democratic Party By-Laws and Rules. 
Specifically, our members are accused of: 

“publicly giv(ing) support to or avow(ing) a preference for a candidate registered as other than Party Preference 
Democratic in the voter-nominated top two open primary.”

The acts upon which the allegations are based are that each of the eleven signed a “petition in lieu of filing fees” for Gayle 
McLaughlin, candidate for Lieutenant Governor, who is registered as “NPP.”

The complaint seeks removal of all eleven as DSCC members, prior to the Democratic endorsement meeting (i.e., prior to 
the Convention of February 23-25, 2018), concerned that their individual participation will “unfairly interven(e)” with the 
endorsement process for the office of Lieutenant Governor. 

The original complaint was signed by Mike Levin’s campaign manager, Adam Berkowitz. Mr. Levin is running for the 
49th Congressional District, not for Lieutenant Governor. The eleven are supporters of another Democratic candidate for 
the 49th Congressional District (i.e., 8 for Applegate, 2 for Jacobs; 1 for no endorsement). The original complaint 
apparently sought the immediate removal of the eleven DSCC members prior to the CDP endorsement convention, hoping 
that by doing so Mr. Levin would win the endorsement of the California Democratic Party. 

By this letter, we respectfully ask members of the Credentials Committee and/or of the Executive Committee to 
dismiss these removal proceedings against all eleven of our San Diego County members and/or find that the actions 
of the eleven did not constitute a violation of the by-laws.

Upon information and belief, most if not all of the eleven, with the exception of Chris Barroso, were unaware that Ms. 
McLaughlin was not a Democratic candidate. The “in lieu” petition was circulated during Democratic Party-related 
meetings and rallies. One Democrat, Sheila Kadah, upon learning of the allegations, voluntarily admitted that she believed 
Ms. McLaughlin was a Democrat and thereby informed most if not all of the eleven that Ms. McLaughlin was a 
Democratic candidate. The in- lieu form does not in fact indicate Ms. McLaughlin’s party preference. Upon learning of 
these allegations, each of the eleven contacted the San Diego County Registrar of Voters (ROV) and asked to see their 
signatures, as most did not even remember signing Ms. Laughlin’s petition. The petitions themselves are quasi-private. 
They are not published by the ROV, cannot be photographed or copied, and can only be seen at the ROV office. Each of 
the eleven requested in writing that their signature, if any, be withdrawn for all purposes, and each was advised by the 
Secretary of State that none of the San Diego County signatures were used for nomination purposes.



“Publicly giving support to or avowing a preference for a candidate” has traditionally been interpreted as giving campaign 
contributions or a published endorsement. Signatures on an in-lieu petition are not published publicly, remaining in the 
sole possession of the Registrar of Voters once filed, and therefore cannot be used to influence others to support or 
endorse a candidate.

In sum, the signatures had absolutely no impact on the endorsement for Lieutenant Governor, and therefore did not 
“unfairly intervene” with that process.

Chris Barroso is additionally charged that on or about February 19, 2018, he posted on Facebook an article on candidate 
for Lieutenant Governor Eleni Kounalakis, writing, “I’m now supporting Gayle McLaughlin.” According to Mr. Barroso, 
he did not know or understand that the post was in violation of state party by-laws, reasonably believing that “voter-
nominated top two open primary” meant the rule was effective after the endorsement convention and/or primary, after 
Democratic candidates had received nominations and/or endorsements. Once Mr. Barroso received clarification that this 
section was applicable at all times and that his posting could constitute a violation of the Democratic Party by-laws, Mr. 
Barroso took it down immediately. It was an understandable mistake. He had absolutely no intention of violating state 
party by-laws. On the contrary, Mr. Barroso has every intention to help elect Democrats at all levels. 

In short, none of the eleven knowingly “publicly gave support to or avowed a preference for” a non-Democrat. 
None believed that they were violating state party by-laws. There is no evidence of knowledge, willfulness or intent.

Each of these eleven members is a very active Democrat, working diligently on behalf of Democratic values, principles 
and platforms, including labor, immigrant and immigration rights, women’s rights, environmental issues, gun control, and 
other Democratic goals. Elizabeth Warren is a Democratic candidate for the 76th Assembly District; Cipriano Vargas is a 
school board member, Chair of the North County Latino Democrats and organizer for Flip the 49th; Linda Hendrickson 
Breen is the President of the North County Chapter, San Diego Progressive Democratic Club; Mustafa Nizam is President 
and Co-Founder of The San Diego Muslim Democratic Club; Amanda Mascia is campaign staff for various local 
Democrats, served as Communications Chair for DEMCCO, consults on social media for the San Diego County 
Democratic party, and has trained new Democratic candidates; Barbara Mead is a retired school board member, longtime 
Democratic activist and board member of the Carlsbad Oceanside Democratic Club; Chris Barroso is the 76th ADEM 
representative on the E-Board; Carol Skiljan is a former school board member, delegate and then regional director of the 
CA School Boards Association; Steve Bartram is a retired US Marine Vietnam Era Helicopter Pilot, retired k-12 school 
teacher, VP of the North County Progressive Democrats, Gun Violence Prevention Coordinator, Board Member of the 
San Diego Brady Campaign, Member of MOMs Demand Action for Gun Sense in America; Kyle Thayer is a lifelong 
Democrat, union member and activist, candidate for Tri-City Healthcare Board. All eleven work long and tirelessly for 
Democratic candidates at the local, state and federal levels. Inspired by the horrible losses of November 2016, these 
Democratic men and women got involved with the State and County Democratic Party by running to be representatives of 
the party at the January 2017 elections, to ensure Democratic wins in 2018 and 2020. They are each new DSCC members, 
never having participated before in the Democratic Party endorsement process, new to party rules and procedures. In sum, 
these are good Democrats, of good character, leaders of our communities and of our party.

We have reached out to Mr. Levin, and he also requests the complaints be withdrawn and this be resolved “amicably.”

On March 17, 2018, during a regular meeting of the North Area of the San Diego County Democratic Party, a motion was 
made and seconded to recommend a letter be sent from the SDCDP to the CDP in support of our eleven members. The 
motion passed unanimously. Voting Members included supporters of Mr. Levin, Mr. Applegate, and Ms. Jacobs.

There is one, overriding truth here. We are all Democrats. We are all working toward Democratic values and wins. We 
must all come together, in the spirit of unity, respectful of our decisions to support different Democratic candidates, 
allowing the Democratic election process to go forward.

We urge that you consider our letter of support and dismiss the proceedings, and/or make findings of no violations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully submitted,
San Diego County Democratic Party Central Committee


