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OVERVIEW:
On August 30, 2018, Councilmember Scott Sherman filed with my office a referendary petition to repeal Ordinance 
Nos. O-20977 And O-20978 (Ordinances Relating to Code Enforcement and Short Term Residential Occupancy).  
The petition was filed “within thirty calendar days after the exercise of the final legislative act by the City Council,” 
as required by Municipal Code §27.1117.

Upon completion of a prima facie review, the petition was accepted as filed, in accordance with Municipal Code 
§27.1119, and delivered to the Registrar of Voters (ROV) for signature verification.  From the point that the petition 
was accepted as filed, the Ordinances were suspended per Municipal Code §27.1130(a).  

On September 25, 2018, the Registrar of Voters completed its verification of the petition signatures and provided me 
with formal certification of the results.  The Registrar of Voters found the petition contained the valid signatures of 
at least five percent of the City’s registered voters at the last general election, as required by Charter Section 23.  

PROPOSED ACTIONS:
The City Council can take the following actions: (1) repeal the legislative act, or (2) direct submission of the 
referendum measure to the electorate at a Municipal Special Election.

DISCUSSION OF ITEM:
Municipal Code section 27.1131 states in part that if a referendary petition is presented to the City Council by the 
City Clerk at a Council meeting, the City Council “shall within ten business days reconsider the legislative act in 
question.” 

The Council’s possible actions on a referendary petition are set forth in Municipal Code §27.1132 and are: (1) repeal 
the legislative act, or (2) direct submission of the referendum measure to the electorate at a Municipal Special 
Election. Municipal Code §27.1132 provides that if the City Council fails to reconsider the act within the prescribed 
time frame, the Council shall, within ten business days of the passage of the deadline for action: (a) adopt a 
resolution of intention to submit the matter to the voters at a special election; and (b) direct the City Attorney to 
prepare an ordinance calling a special election to place the matter on the ballot. The adoption of a resolution of 



intention does not call an election. The Council would need to hold another hearing to call the election, which must 
be done at least three months prior to the election to comply with state law. The Council would then need to adopt 
an ordinance to place the measure on that ballot.

If the Council decides to send the measure to a ballot, Charter section 23 requires referendum measures to be 
“submitted to the electorate at a Municipal Special Election consolidated with the next City-wide Municipal General 
Election ballot on which the measures legally can be placed, or at a City-wide Municipal Special Election held prior 
to that general election.”

Fiscal Considerations:
Final election costs will be calculated based on which ballot the matter is placed on, the total number of participating 
jurisdictions, and the number of items placed on the ballot along with other factors. The cost is unknown at this time.

Environmental Impact: 
This activity is not a project as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act Section 21065 and State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15378(b) (4), as it is a government fiscal activity which does not involve any commitment to a 
specific project that may result in a potentially significant physical impact on the environment. The determination 
that this activity is not subject to CEQA, pursuant to Section 15060(c)(3), is not appealable and a Notice of Right to 
Appeal the Environmental Determination (NORA) is not required.
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