
   January 24, 2019 
 
 

San Diego County Board of Supervisors 
1600 Pacific Highway, #335 
San Diego, CA  92101  

 
Re: Support for Community Based Organizations Addressing the 

 Humanitarian Crisis – Facility Needs 
 

 
Dear Supervisors Cox, Desmond, Fletcher, Gaspar, and Jacob:  

 
We write to you regarding the urgent need for support in expediting our request for 
a facility for the migrant shelter we have been operating for more than eleven 
weeks. 

 
Jewish Family Service and the San Diego Rapid Response Network (SDRRN) are 
a proud provider of services for asylum-seeking families. These are families that 
have entered our country legally.  Our volunteers and our community have been 
providing them with services to ensure they are not abandoned on the streets. To 
date, we have partnered with other nonprofits and the County to ensure over 5,000 
individuals – all families – had access to shelter, food, transportation, and proper 
medical attention.  
 
We are pleased that we recently received an extension from our existing landlord 
to remain at our current location until February 15, 2019. However, after that, we 
will not have a facility to provide services for asylum-seeking families. We need 
your immediate help to secure a temporary facility. Without action from the County 
Board of Supervisors, this crisis will undoubtedly become worse, putting public 
health and safety at risk. 

  
We’ve learned from County staff that they have identified a facility that meets our 
immediate needs. We have secured funding to pay for the operation, maintenance 
and upkeep of the facility, so the County won’t have to bear any financial burden. 
Finally, we only need the facility to help bridge our short-term needs, meaning this 
will only be a temporary facility. Therefore, we hope the Board of Supervisors will 
approve our request and expedite the process to ensure we can continue to 
provide service to these families in need. 
  
We are very appreciative of everything the Board of Supervisors and County staff 
are doing to help us support asylum-seeking families. If there is anything you need 
from us to support this request, please do not hesitate to contact myself or other 
members of the SDRRN leadership team.  
 
Thank you for your immediate attention to this important matter. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Michael Hopkins 
CEO, Jewish Family Service of San Diego 
 
cc: Helen N. Robbins-Meyer, Chief Administrative Officer 


