
Nathan Fletcher: 00:00:00 Wait, Steve, and he said, I'm still committed. I just smoked a 
huge bowl and my car right before I came up here and I'm high 
as a kite right now. So you never know if they're going to get the 
best panel. So, uh, but I appreciate everyone being here. We 
want to, we're talking about [inaudible] by the way. We're, 
we're talking about an issue that, um, in large part does, doesn't 
get, I think as much discussion in San Diego and shit. Um, and I, I 
don't know that it gets as much discussion statewide or 
nationally or even even internationally. Um, and that is issues of 
air quality. Um, I think here in San Diego we fall into a trap of, 
because the air is clear, we think it's clean. Um, but the reality is 
that that in, in many neighborhoods and in many places, it's not, 
uh, you know, remember the situation with the lead in the 
water.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:00:49 Um, the water in those schools that did not appear colored, it 
did not smell bad. It did not taste bad, but it had lead it. And so 
when you look at the air quality in San Diego today, you're 
looking at a region here where we have the six 30 is here in 
America. We are a region that isn't Nona came up with the 
federal Clara. Uh, we have a situation where we're getting the 
mood lighting going on. Um, but these are very real and very 
pronounced challenges. We basically have a situation where a 
child in Barrio Logan is eight times more likely to have asthma 
than a child. And one way, and that's morally wrong, that is 
morally wrong, that one person's child would be so much more 
likely than another. And so as a member of the air pollution 
control district as the governor's appointee to the air resources 
board, um, we started trying to drive a conversation about 
these issues.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:01:35 Uh, we stood with the American lung association and touted a 
failing grade when it comes to air quality. We introduced the 
first regulatory proceedings initiated by a supervisor on the 
history of the agency to crack down on the toxic litters. And 
we're doing a walk through the, our resources for to drive this. 
And, and so we have someone here with us today who I know 
has a personal connection. [inaudible] has been a leader. Um, 
but I, I wanted to, to share, uh, you know, as you go through 
life, you have experiences that kind of shape you and 
sometimes you don't even realize, uh, what they are at the 
time. And I recently took my wife home to the little small town 
in rural South Arkansas, uh, where I grew up and 1100 people in 
our little town. Uh, there's one stoplight. It works. Most of the 
time our school colors were black and white.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:02:18 They said we were too poor to afford color. Um, but it was a 
factory working town. My stepdad worked in the international 
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paper factory plant and most folks did. And I took her to her, 
the little house I grew up in. And I remember I took a picture of 
it and I texted my mom and I said, mom, I said it was bigger. She 
said, no, you were just smaller. And I said, it was nicer, right? 
And she goes, nah, that's about what it looked like. Um, but the 
backyard behind my home growing up, tiny little, very modest 
working class house when I was a kid was a metal working 
Foundry. It was a metal Foundry, a, it was wearing, they would 
bring scrap oil, scrap metal from the oil fields and from 
industrial facilities and they would bring them here and they 
have these huge cauldrons and they would melt them down.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:03:02 And so you'd have the huge ones of black smoke going up. 
When I was a kid and my little brother and I, if we threw the 
baseball over the fence, we would have the yell at the workers 
to see if they would throw our ball back to us or if it was a 
weekend and they weren't working, we would climb the fence 
and we would trade through the, the metal scraps that were out 
there to try and get our ball and come back. And, um, and I, I 
didn't think anything about it. In fact, I didn't think anything 
about that until I was in a policy making position where we 
started realizing the dangers and challenges that we have of our 
quality. Um, and it turns out putting industrial metal melting 
factories in people's backyards is not such a good idea. Um, 
because it causes tremendous problems.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:03:40 And so we have real environmental justice issues, um, with the 
land use of where we site facilities. We have real problems of 
enclaves of very wealthy communities that have very clean air, 
uh, that then fight any additional housing coming into their 
area. We have challenges of building freeways through 
communities. Um, we have a lot of challenges and I just think in 
San Diego, uh, being honest and talking about the challenges we 
have, an air quality is just as important as talking about the 
water quality, uh, or, or the quality of life because it is a quality 
of, I say issue and I'll wrap up, uh, how it impacts us. When you 
think about, um, disparities in life expectancy, you generally 
think about them in terms of of maybe America versus Yemen. I 
lived and worked in Yemen or you think about them in America 
versus Somalia and I lived and worked in Somalia or Iraq or 
Cambodia or me if our survey or any of these types of places.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:04:35 But the sad reality is there is a 10 year disparity in life 
expectancy between a child born in one part of my supervisorial 
district and another party, my supervisiorial district born today, 
10 years, children born in Southeast San Diego, lived 10 years 
less than children born in LA Jolla. And we're better than that. 
And I've yet to meet a single person on the planet who thinks 
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that that is okay. But then when you propose a solution to begin 
to address some of those, then they have challenges. And so I 
just think this is an issue. We want to continue to raise 
awareness of what the basic belief that every child should be 
afforded, the dignity of clean air and then no one's child should 
be more likely to have asthma because of their income level or 
the color of their skin. And so I appreciate all of you making 
time to come out and talking about this.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:05:17 And with this I'm drilled. Uh, we have a, he's gotten San Diego 
roots, uh, uh, here, but it's really been, uh, Kevin De Leon and I, 
I had the honor of serving with them in the state assembly. Uh, 
we were at the assembly at the same time and, and watching 
his trajectory, you're watching him go from the assembly to the 
state Senate and become the Senate, the president pro tem of 
the Senate, uh, which is one of the most powerful positions in 
the state of California. And then to watch him use that position 
to actually drive substantive changes to drive things that are not 
only a California model, a national model of things that have 
been highlighted at international conferences in pairs in terms 
of what needs to happen and just being fearless and in taking 
on in Trump's interests and pushing for issues that impact us all.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:06:06 And, and he's currently running for LA city council and I've been 
proud to support him for Senate, for the us Senate now for city 
council. And I just have tremendous respect, Kevin, for, for what 
you're doing. It's not just what you do, it's how you go about it. 
You just lean in and you fight and you go and you get it done. 
Um, and you went. And so I think the entire state of California is 
in a better place because of what you did in the legislature and 
it could be capable of LA. So let's give a big welcome

Speaker 2: 00:06:30 there, especially got Senator [inaudible]. So I mean with that, 
maybe just [inaudible]

Nathan Fletcher: 00:06:36 share a little bit and then we'll kind of get into some of the 
legislative things you did and others, but, but kinda your, what 
drives you on, on these issues and, and kind of some of the 
challenges in getting people to care about something that 
doesn't, it's not in the normal vein of a lot of legislative issues. 
[inaudible]

Kevin De Leon: 00:06:52 well, first and foremost, I want to thank you very much for the 
very kind introduction of, of my person. Uh, it feels good to be 
back home. Uh, and, uh, I want to thank you too and 
acknowledge your incredible, uh, public service, uh, not just in 
the California state legislature, but, uh, uh, your ascendancy to 
the County board of supervisors and all the incredible work that 
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you'll do countywide because I know that the work that you do 
won't just be geographically confined specifically to the, uh, to 
your own specific region, but rather to have a transformative 
impact on all of San Diego County and also be an influencer, uh, 
beyond the County borders elsewhere. So I want to thank you 
very much for the invitation to come back home in San Diego. 
For many folks who don't know, I am from San Diego. I grew up 
in San Diego. I do consider myself a San Diego and steel, 
although I live, you know, to the North of us in Los Angeles.

Kevin De Leon: 00:07:44 Um, I'm from San Diego high school, so if there's any cavers in 
the house, you know, I to, you know, I want to welcome you. 
You know, he said, I want to ask. I know that was so from 
Crawford or Lincoln high school or our mission Bay Buccaneers 
who did that, you know, or Vikings, you know, for La Jolla. But, 
uh, uh, I am from San Diego and I am the youngest child of a 
single immigrant mother with a third grade education. We lived 
in Logan Heights where I grew up as well as Baidu Sherman, you 
know, uh, adjacent to market street. And, uh, my mother's a 
young child would go to little North, uh, West of us to LA Jolla, 
California, uh, to clean homes. And she would spend the vast 
majority of, uh, her life cleaning other people's homes, uh, also 
at the Valencia hotel. And you know, right over here at the hotel 
Del Coronado hotel.

Kevin De Leon: 00:08:29 But it was there. I learned the value of hard work and my 
mother is a very strong work ethic. So you don't go, there will 
adage that ignorance is bliss, you know, with regards to when, 
uh, sometimes when you grow up in poverty and you're 
confined to a geographical location and you don't know how to 
sort of juxtapose, if you will, between the haves or have nots, 
air quality issues, green parks and open space, uh, gangs, 
housing, uh, et, et cetera. Uh, it's not until you get a little older 
perhaps and you have some critical analytical skills and a little 
fire inside of you or someone wakes up that fire inside of you 
and you start to ask questions, why does my neighborhood look 
like this? And why does those neighborhoods look like that? Is it 
an innate issue? Is it an environmental issue? Is it social 
economics driven by, and you said something that was very 
important.

Kevin De Leon: 00:09:17 A County board of supervisors, city council members, mayors, 
members of Congress, state assembly, state Senate planning, 
commissioners, non-elected individuals who have made very 
subjective decisions with regards to where will a Chrome plating 
facility beside a junkyard beside decided, where will we put an 
actual park open space, uh, where will we attempt to preserve? 
And protect the environment and where will we not do it? You 
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know, so these are decisions less so today, but you know, for a 
very long time, but not the vast majority of our lives, uh, done. 
So in a very highly subjective manner. So Logan Heights, uh, 
where I grew up for a good amount of my years right across, I 
grew up in an alleyway and behind the alley was a junk yard, 
abandoned cars or there, uh, my elementary school, Perkins 
elementary school had a junk yard. I had still went today, right 
in front of it.

Kevin De Leon: 00:10:12 And then you have NASSCO, uh, for those who are familiar, 
obviously with Chicano park a few blocks down the street, you 
have NASCAR. And not, not NASCAR by NASSCO, but it feels like 
NASCAR with the five freeway, you know, going through there. 
And, um, so the air quality is among the worst, if not the worst 
in the city and County of San Diego along with San Ysidro, uh, 
adjacent to the port of entry with, uh, with Tijuana and the a 
particular matter 2.5 ozone knock socks, a PM, which is invisible 
to the naked eye. It's different from greenhouse gas emissions 
such as carbon dioxide, which is more atmospheric, which leads 
to the issue of climate change and extreme weather patterns, 
um, are number one reason for absenteeism in our public 
school system today in California as a whole is due to asthma. 
And you made that point right there.

Kevin De Leon: 00:11:00 Um, S San Diego has a six, uh, worst air quality in California, if 
not, uh, I think you may say in the nation, uh, the number one 
city in America consecutively that has the worst air quality in 
the nation is the city of Los Angeles. Um, largely due to the 
number of cars tell pipe admitters, you know, all the freeways 
as well as the largest ports combined in the nation that supports 
the Los Angeles in long beach. So, for example, originally from 
Arkansas, uh, perhaps a little more further, let's say 
Bloomington, Indiana or Paducah, Kentucky. If you live in the 
Midwest and you go to a target or from markets. So you go to a 
Walmart and you buy a flat screen television set, tube socks, a 
pair of shoes, a jeans probably are very high. It came through 
the ports of long beach and Los Angeles combined. Therefore, 
when the container cargoes were uplifted to the trucks, you 
know, have you duty diesel trucks that went up the seven 10 
freeway into the inland empire for distribution points elsewhere 
throughout the country, the lungs of a young girl had been 
blackened the most severely because of all the black suit that is 
admitted from the heavy duty diesel.

Kevin De Leon: 00:12:13 Uh, these are very large cancer zones, uh, in, in, in Los Angeles 
because of these emissions. And I think that you get it, you get 
it, uh, excellently well, but this is a civil rights issue. Uh, it's a 
human rights issue. We know it's a public health issue with the 
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empirical scientific evidence. But beyond that, I think it is, it is a 
civil rights issue because what I have said very clearly is the 
issue of climate change for example, is no longer scientific. It is 
not a scientific issue. Um, because we have all of the empirical 
evidence, we have all the Nobel prize winners from every nation 
in the world who have stated very clearly these are the 
consequences, these are the ramifications if we continue to 
emit carbon dioxide emissions. So we have all the evidence. So 
it's not scientific, it is a political issue.

Kevin De Leon: 00:13:00 It is a leadership issue or lack thereof, if you will, by political 
leaders. You know, oftentimes from both sides of the the aisle, 
not just Republicans, but you know, those who just articulate 
the right things, the bullet points, but don't effectuate that 
change when they have positions of power and that capital to 
utilize that power to bring about public policies that improve 
the human condition for all individuals. So Logan Heights, you 
know, Chicano park is the only patch of green that we had 
there. Everything else, concrete cement under freeway, under 
freeway. So you know, you're having as much as fun as you can 
on this patch of green under freeway breathing into your lungs. 
All the carbon dioxide emissions, uh, the criteria pollutants. So 
this is a civil rights issue. And last thing I'll say this on this point, 
the district that I represented in the state Senate are about 1 
million constituents.

Kevin De Leon: 00:13:51 I have seven major freeways, seven major freeways that 
crisscross the district, like a serpent. The chunks that chokes the 
air out of young girls lungs. I have the two freeway, I have 10, 
the 60, uh, the famous, uh, Hollywood one-to-one freeway. The, 
the one 10, the seven 10, and the one 34. These are seven 
major freeways that crisscross just my district alone in Los 
Angeles, in the city of Los Angeles. And with the amount of 
tailpipe emissions, uh, in, in California, which contributes dis-
aggregated number two, about 40% of all greenhouse gas 
emissions. Uh, there's no question about it that we have to do 
something about it, uh, sooner rather than later.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:14:31 Yeah. So interesting on that. The tailpipe admissions, because 
that is, that is, so here in San Diego, the air pollution control 
district is currently made over the five supervisors. Someone 
remember Gloria dysarthric legislation to create an actual hair 
district. And that's a really positive change. And that would be 
two supervisors and folks from other areas. But we're, we're 
essentially tasked with monitoring stationary sources. Uh, so 
Bureau stationary polluter, uh, we oversee you, we regulate, 
you are supposed to test, you are supposed to find and enforce 
you. And the change I mentioned was to, to really increase the 
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number of polluting entities. You measure them by how many 
cancers they cause per million people around them. Um, and 
we were at the highest level in terms of being the most 
pervasive in terms of that. And so we documented and it's just 
interesting to watch people come out and argue that, well, it's 
not that many cancers.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:15:22 And they literally show up and say that. And I mean it was just 
stunning. And then hear people say, well, I don't like how you 
frame this, cause you know, if I don't look for it, it's like I'm 
voting for more cancer. And I'm like, well, no, no, no. It's not like 
that. That's what it is. Like we're, we're lumbering to cancer 
causing admissions. But then at the California resources board, 
um, or on the member, uh, we essentially look at everything 
that moves, uh, cars, trucks, uh, ships, planes, um, and, and the 
tail pipe, uh, we should consider de Lana mentioned, is the 
single largest driver of greenhouse gas emissions, but also toxic 
pollutants. Um, the car, the vehicle is the single greatest thing. 
And so where we see our communities that have the most, not 
only do they have freeways through them, not only do they 
have extreme congestion, but they're almost always boarded on 
communities.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:16:09 And as the diesel trucks that drive through the neighborhoods 
every day delivering, delivering these goods. And so tackling 
that challenge is even more because you see what happens if 
you, heaven forbid, said, we're going to put a bike lane. And 
like, people are like, you're taking their life, like their children 
away from them. And then if you say you're in heaven, we 
might, maybe we invest a little bit in transit, then it's like they're 
taking my car and I'm like, no one's gonna take your car. Like we 
didn't go to liberal fantasy camp and during Muslim schemes 
they'd take away everyone's card. But, but, but there is, if 
there's this attachment and this desire thing. And so Kevin, 
what I'm interested about is in, in SB SB 100, um, which was 
incredible. It's truly incredible. And to get us to 100% 
renewable, um, and have that as a goal for the state that by 
2045, we're going a hundred percent renewable. Um, and what 
you did accomplish in that bill is incredible and what we will be 
allotted. And certainly it was the story. Talk about the challenge 
on the gasoline, right? Talk about the challenge of that you 
faced in terms of fighting debt to have to, you know, with the oil 
industry and parts of it that then ended up getting taken out 
and what you ended up with was light years better than we've 
ever been. And while we applauded with that challenge when it 
comes to gasoline and oil in the car in the vehicle,
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Kevin De Leon: 00:17:27 well that is a Senate bill three 50. Yeah, yeah. No, no, it's an a 
bill three 50 and um, Senate bill three 50 was 50% energy 
efficiency, reducing your energy load economy-wide by the 
year, 2030, 50% RPS, right? Renewable portfolio standard and 
what you refer to specifically the 50% in reduction of the use of 
petroleum all by the year 2030. And we had a scientific pathway 
on how to get there without harming the economy. So it wasn't 
like, you know, we got together and then I decided arbitrarily 
that by the year 2030, we're going to reduce in half 50% your 
use of fossil fuels, petroleum. Uh, we had a scientific pathway to 
get there without harming the economy. That's where you have 
to think really hard about this. You just cannot come out with 
numbers or phrases that sound good and feel good and go for 
it.

Kevin De Leon: 00:18:18 And as a result you're like, Oh, well how are we going to do this 
without destroying the economy? You know, we are the fifth 
largest economy on planet earth and we got there by burning a 
lot of fossil fuels. You know, we're a very energy intensive state, 
so we are the largest economy GDP on planet earth because we 
burned a lot of fossil fuels to get there. But if you don't mind, I 
just want to just go back just a tad bit on the RPS, which is really 
critical. Now get to specifically your question, which is an 
important one on the 50% reduction in the use of petroleum 
and the, the, the, the huge lobby, uh, to remove it altogether 
from the bill. Um, in 2001, uh, our electric sector accounted for 
about 25% of all greenhouse gas emissions. It was roughly about 
108 metric, a million metric, tons of carbon dioxide equivalent.

Kevin De Leon: 00:19:08 So to put this in context, that's a 70 million round trips from lax 
to London Heathrow in one year, 70 million in one year. Um, so 
the attempted to decarbonize the grid. And when I talk about 
grid, what I'm referring to is if you use a blow dryer, if you use a 
hair straightener, if you use a coffee machine, a washer, dryer, 
refrigerator, electric stove, and microwave oven, uh, if you use 
a, a, um, a, um, uh, [inaudible], uh, a vacuum. Yeah. A vacuum. 
Yeah. A vacuum, you know, uh, an iron, anything and 
everything. A lamp, a television set, a whatever it is that's 
moved by electrons in this case at Sempra energy, San Diego gas 
and electric, uh, which is your investor owned utility here, 
Pacific gas and electric to North Southern California Edison, uh, 
in the municipal owned utilities, uh, throughout the state, they 
account for 25% of all greenhouse gas emissions.

Kevin De Leon: 00:20:04 So we went, not, not since before our time, but the first bill was 
introduced into California state, sent to go from zero to 20% 
renewable sources to power the grid, decarbonize the grid. 
They went ballistic. You're going to destroy the economy, you're 

https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1047.47
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1098.6
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1148.22
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1204.92


going to cause major disruptions, blackouts, there's going to be 
high unemployment under employment, uh, you're going to call 
and you're gonna really hurt people of color in particular. Uh, 
and, uh, nothing of this sort happened. In fact, quite the 
opposite. So they went to zero to 20% than zero, 20 to 33%. Uh, 
when we got there. Yeah, when we got there. And um, and then 
I became the leader of the California state Senate and uh, I 
decided to take it from 33 to 50%. And the other provision, 
which was the most controversial provision was the one you 
referred to 50% reduction in use of petroleum.

Kevin De Leon: 00:20:59 The fossil fuel industry spent largely about $25 million, uh, just 
to kill the bill, $25 million and employing the highest paid 
lobbyists, uh, TV commercials, um, radio ads as well as, um, uh, 
direct mail pieces, political mail pieces. And there was one 
political mail piece in a commercial. If you can visualize a 
mother, you know, with her four children and they were 
pushing a minivan from behind and there was, and this is what 
Kevin Deleon wants to do to you, you know, wants you to run 
out of gas, you know, and wants you to push your minivan. So 
that strikes it sort of a visceral emotional chord with a lot of 
folks who don't have the time, you know, to get into the weeds 
of, of, of complex policies because they're living life. They're 
working every single day, taking care of things and taking care 
of their children. But, uh, we were almost there at the finish 
line, uh, in the, the floor of the assembly.

Kevin De Leon: 00:21:59 Uh, we just needed a floor vote. Um, you were there at the time 
and uh, I was, yeah, you just gotta just like you had just left, 
barely had just left barely. Um, we had a, a marathon, uh, 
meeting the govern I for about three hours going back and forth 
and negotiations. But then I finally decided to pull the plug 
because I needed some reinforcements to help me get across 
the finish line. And I remove that portion. Uh, I w it's on 
YouTube, our whole press conference. Um, I massed a lot of my, 
what I was feeling inside. I didn't really project it externally, uh, 
to the media. But, uh, I was, it was Tony Atkins, myself and a 
governor Jerry Brown when we had the press conference, but it 
was a huge blow to me. Um, but, um, nonetheless we were 
successful and decarbonize a grid to 50%, and subsequently 
exactly came back with SB 100.

Kevin De Leon: 00:22:48 And the reason why I did that was because in November, on 
November 8th, 2016, you know, uh, by margin at two to one, 
California is rejected. Uh, the, the, uh, um, the politics fueled by 
resentment, by misogyny and by bigotry. And we resoundingly 
defeated Donald Trump in the great state, our great state of, of 
California. Now obviously you one, please listen him. Yeah. He 
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won the rest of the country with regards to those crucial 
battleground States through a antiquated Hamiltonian concept 
and idea called the electoral college and the beacons, president 
United States. And that's what accelerated, uh, my mindset to 
go to a 100%, uh, quickly because of his threats to pull out of 
the Paris Accords of 2015, uh, both governor Jerry Brown and I 
represented all of you in Paris at the Paris Accords. And I 
decided that before I left the, the legislature that I wanted to 
etched in stone statutorily and commit ourselves to 100%, you 
know, renewable, clean energy by the year 2045.

Kevin De Leon: 00:23:53 We are the largest economy on planet earth to legally commit 
ourselves to 100% clean energy by the year 2045. And it wasn't 
just for California for us, but I knew because there was no 
leadership out of Washington, D C that if we set the example 
that that other States would follow. And since then, the state of 
New Mexico, governor Michelle Lou Hahn has committed her 
state to 100% uh, clean energy. Jay Inslee, state of Washington, 
uh, Nevada, not quite 100, but they did 50% and there's about 
seven, eight other States that currently have legislation that's 
pending. Also, I'm apologize, state of New York with Como did 
it, Como tends to see what we do quickly and try to help us on 
very quickly. You know, all the time, a district of Columbia and I 
believe the state of Connecticut have all legally statutorily 
committed themselves to 100% renewable energy. So it was the 
rest of the country, other sub national governments to push.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:24:51 Yeah. I think the, um, when you look at what you went through 
fighting kind of big oil, uh, the only thing that I can think of that 
came close as a remember a single sales factor is with tobacco.

Kevin De Leon: 00:25:02 Yes, yes. Yeah.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:25:03 Right. Well, they, they uh, we both worked on a tactical change 
in the legislature and it's amazing to watch. They will instantly 
hire every available obvious. They us to only buy board seats on 
every advocacy group or group with some good sounding name. 
Uh, they will deploy everything at their disposal and they, they 
want that one too. Yeah. We did end up going,

Kevin De Leon: 00:25:24 well, you're absolutely right. We ended up going with 
proposition 39. Yeah. It stamp, it's

Nathan Fletcher: 00:25:28 on the voters to do. But tell me, tell us how, how would we 
select, let's say let's, let's, let's, let's go into a different world. 
Let's go in three 50 passes with the gas in it. How do we cut our 
gas consumption? Like how, how do we do that EVs transit like, 
cause I, you know, I, I believe we could, and the reason I ask this 
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is because short of a fundamental change in our transportation 
sector and short of a fundamental change in how we move 
people from where they are to where they want to go and how 
we make it good for where they are already, where they want 
to go, we're not going to substantively get our goals. And you 
know, I sit at carbon, we hit our 2020 goals, but we're not on 
track to hit our 2030 goals. In fact, we're going down the wrong 
way.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:26:07 You know, it was, yeah, I would take it, but it's still, it's tailpipe 
emissions and the air quality issues here in San Diego are 
compounded by the number of days of sun we have. Because as 
those emissions come on ozone, now cam 2.5 is a little more 
tied to fire and other type of issues, particularly in the issue 
goes up that that ozone sits and it cooks in the sun. And then 
the other random place in San Diego that has really better 
quality. Anyone want to guess Alpine? Absolutely right. Alpine 
because the air that does blow out blows but it doesn't have 
enough strength to get over and get stuck right there. Um, and 
so, but those are, those are driven by tailpipe. So how do

Kevin De Leon: 00:26:44 we, there's a couple of things. One, I wanted to say this, so for 
my fellow San Diego who may not be aware, but, uh, I think 
we're very lucky, uh, that we have Nathan as not just our 
County board of supervisor, but as a member of carb and it's a 
very powerful regulatory body, uh, in, uh, Sacramento that 
represents all of the state of California. And as the governor's 
appointee, um, he will play a huge, crucial role. So it's almost 
like having tool two full time jobs that's kind of born supervisor 
and a member of carps. I, I want to recognize that because 
you're going to play a huge, huge role. Um, Nathan, you 
mentioned a few moments ago, these shoots stationary 
sources. You know, you can either have a command and 
control, you can have a carbon tax or in this case you have a, a 
market based mechanism that puts a price on carbon through a 
cap and trade scheme.

Kevin De Leon: 00:27:33 And, uh, stationary sources are refineries, power plants, huge 
factories, assembly plants are very intensive energy users from 
the grid, therefore admitting a lot of uh, uh, greenhouse gases. 
The other is agriculture. Uh, ch for methane, the big one is 
without a doubt is 40%. Our tailpipe emissions in Senate bill 
three 50, there was a provision that was tucked in very deep, 
um, that allows for the first time in history, investor owned 
utilities, utility companies, as well as municipally owned utilities 
to compete for the same market space as the fossil fuel 
industry. So what do I mean by that? The vast majority of folks, 
let's take a, a quick, a unscientific survey. How many folks drive 
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a car here today? Oh, just drive a car. Period. Okay. How many 
folks drive internal combustion car? That's a car that was gas. 
And you put gas in the cat.

Kevin De Leon: 00:28:28 Okay. Yeah. Yeah. Okay. That's a trouble. And how many folks 
driving an electric vehicle? Okay. So the majority of folks here 
drive internal combustion car, a gas powered car. And the 
reasons are very simple reasons are that your choices are a 
huge secondary market, brand new car. Um, if you have a lot of 
money, you can buy a sweet car. If you don't have a lot of 
money, there's a lot of choices. And just as importantly, the 
exclusive transportation fuel supply is ubiquitous. So there's a 
Chevron station to sorrow a, um, there is a 76 gas station, 
mobile, Arco, there's gas stations all over the place. How many 
folks would like to drive the electric vehicle? And what do you 
think are the reasons why? What stops you from driving electric 
vehicle?

Speaker 4: 00:29:16 What was that?

Kevin De Leon: 00:29:18 The ones that plug and what was the, okay. Okay, too. There we 
go. I think those are the primary ones. I teach a at UCLA and one 
of them said they're ugly, you know, you know. Yeah. Well, 
because not all our Tesla's right. You know, but I think that one 
is cost prohibited and the other one too expensive. And the 
other one is the, we don't have the infrastructure. So the 
example I made with regards to gas stations being ubiquitous, 
we don't have charging stations that are ubiquitous. So the first 
time, uh, in nation's history, utility companies will be able to 
compete for the same market share, therefore build out a 
electrical infrastructure, transportation, electric, uh, electric 
electrification, transportation infrastructure. Uh, so that is going 
to be huge because we do have two and not picking winners or 
losers with regards to what type of technology, what does the 
future fuel cell hydrogen, we don't have the infrastructure yet. 
We shouldn't invest, uh, in this case, electric, uh, electrification 
infrastructure. We're going to build that out.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:30:22 Okay. Does anyone want to jump in there for one point? 
Because we just took this up a car. So [inaudible] if the air 
resources board, we took up creating a statewide standard. Yes. 
And just so you know how difficult these issues are, because 
that makes sense, right? You can go to any gas station, you can 
take any car and you put the pump in the same thing and you 
can pay your one credit card at every gas station, every gas 
station and fill your car. And where we were headed on the 
electric vehicle market was it entirely fragmented and 
segmented system, right. And so air resources board, we were 

https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1708.57
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1756.31
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1758.58
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=1822.32


adopting a statewide rule to require all electric charging stations 
to power all electric vehicles. Seems simple enough, right? Like 
the hospital do require all electric charging stations to take a 
common form of payment being in credit card because right 
now we have to download an app and they capture your info 
and we can end up in a wildly fragmented system.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:31:18 And then you don't think there are stations available cause you 
want to look at that one out for that one country, their stations. 
So I went into this very naive to think, well this will be easy. Like 
this just makes sense. And the power that folks who make 
charging stations is not anywhere near what you went through 
with the oil industry. But, Oh my God, these people are going 
crazy. And they, and they said, well you can't, you can't make a 
charging station. Take your credit card. And I remember I was in 
my office to the County and I said, what? Why, why could you 
make it take your credit card? This is how people pay. And they 
said, all the technology doesn't exist. I said, the technical that 
exists for that big ass electric charging station, you can't take a 
credit card. They go, no, no, not if they're outside in the sun.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:31:55 And I'm looking out my window and I'm looking out my window 
at the parking meter, the tiny ass little parking meter for the 
parking. And you know what that takes that takes the credit 
card. And I was like, so why don't you ask them how they did it? 
Cause like it's gotta be doable. And then, and then, cause I was 
like, this is so weird. Like why are they doing this? And then they 
said, you can't make it. And then what I realized, right, as you 
start thinking, well, what's the mobile, the motive usually 
money, right? The motor is wanting. And so I realized that the 
charging stations captured you as a, as a customer and you 
downloaded their app and then you left the, the, the location by 
your own. And they were monetizing the value of you and your 
data and where you live, right?

Nathan Fletcher: 00:32:38 It was not just the electricity in the car, it was that. And so 
literally every step that you make along the way to implement 
the things you say, you hit these roadblocks and you hit these 
pushback points. And to put the electric vehicle market in 
context, there are, for San Diego, there are 3 million registered 
vehicles in San Diego County. There are 30,000 electric vehicles, 
which means we can have a 10 fold increase in the number of 
electric vehicles and we would still be in less than 10% of the 
total. And so we have to move aggressively in this week at carb. 
I was very pleased we fly this a little bit of a fight to change the 
rebate program. Right? We've lowered the MSRP. Right? I mean 
it's still pretty high, but, but we love her. And to say that we can 
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only get the rebate. An electric vehicle is under $60,000 a year. 
Cause if you're buying an 80,000

Kevin De Leon: 00:33:27 Oh that's the right thing to do.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:33:28 Yeah. I don't know. If you're buying an 80,000 electric deal, you 
don't need a $2,500 rebate. What about at anyway, if you can 
afford an $85,000 car, you can afford a 87 $500,000 car. Right. 
And we live in it. It's a one like we're not paying, we're not 
subsidizing a billionaires fit 90,000 an electric vehicle because in 
order to address the environmental justice impact issues, and 
this goes back to the charging stations, they showed up the car 
at the hearing and they said, well if you make us do this work, 
we're going to lose all of this money and then we won't put 
them in low income environmental justice communities. And I 
said, man, that's the dumbest argument ever going out. You 
don't have them there now. They'll tell me you're not. You're 
gonna have to take them out. You don't have them there now, 
but they don't have them there now because the cars are not 
there because the cars are not affordable. And so what we're 
trying to do at carb drive, those incentives and those rebates 
into the secondary market, so use electric vehicles and provide 
a greater incentive that may be enough to allow someone who 
couldn't otherwise get into heating market to get it in the 
market. And we just have to continue to push because 
otherwise we're not going to address any equity issues.

Kevin De Leon: 00:34:30 Yeah, that's, that's absolutely critical because the reason why 
you have to democratize the benefits of climate change policies 
and programs, if you don't, that means that only those, say for 
example, if you live in mission Hills or if you live in LA Jolla and 
you have the financial wherewithal, you can get access to the 
latest, the greatest, the cleanest and greenest technology. And 
that means if only that strata has access and has an energy 
efficient home, a rooftop, distributed generation, energy 
storage, a charging station, and a Tesla will never meet our 
macro global target goals for carbon reduction. So you have to, 
with intentionality and a sense of purpose. So therefore, if you 
have electric vehicles cruising down, whether it's market, street, 
national Boulevard, you know, uh, ocean view Boulevard and 
you have a Prius or another type electric vehicle and you hear 
like mariachi music blasting, you know, then you know, you're 
doing a good thing because that's the right thing.

Kevin De Leon: 00:35:32 It's not just like, wait, wait, don't tell me, you know, KPBS you 
know, NPR, you, because that's the same narrative, you know, 
and I know some folks have that, you know, fit that narrative 
here, you know. Uh, but that's okay. That's a good thing. So 
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that's why you need to democratize the benefits. And you do it 
with intentionality and sense of purpose at the regulatory, at 
the policy makers, uh, level. And uh, because if the market 
forces are left to themselves to correct the inequities, they will 
never be corrected. And that's why it's absolutely critical 
because through the auction revenues and the monies that 
we've appropriated and the monies that you will strictly 
oversee, which I'm really glad the position that you are using, 
the force of your arguments and your passion to to say, Hey 
man, listen, be straight with us. If you want us to continue to 
subsidize your price point for individuals where the financial 
wherewithal to buy this type of product because when you are 
a early adopter you adopt early cause you have the money to 
burn no matter how expensive the product is but to push it 
down so you can have individuals who otherwise wouldn't have 
access to that technology or maybe not be familiar with it 
because the vast majority in their nascent stages of folks who 
buy electric vehicle, they have a high educational attainment 
and they have money and they know how to navigate, if you 
will, the Byzantine bureaucratic morass and how to draw down 
on that rebate and how to draw down on the federal tax credit.

Kevin De Leon: 00:36:54 The vast majority of working families, if you are housekeeper in 
LA Jolla, if you are a day labor, if you are a garden and kind of 
the nettle for example, you don't know how to do none of that 
stuff because you're busy with life to try and take care of things. 
So it's absolutely critical and it's tailpipe emissions. It is public 
transportation. Uh, it is a walking and bicycle. And how we 
planned this out, it is County board of supervisors and local 
government dealing with the issue of planning density, you 
know, more urban villages, you know, more vertical upstream, 
you know, development as opposed to the continued sprawl. 
Uh, that I think is going to be something of the past. It's, it's 
simply not sustainable.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:37:35 We had a, uh, we had a fun event we did at the County. We 
hosted on clean air day. We did an electric vehicle right and dry 
and it was just getting folks down there to realize it's not as 
patient. Yeah. Right. Cause I made it, it's just a barrier. Like you 
just don't know where you get in people's eyes. It kind of drives 
like a regular car. And then the other thing we're working on is, 
is some financing things because we know, we know that the 
fuel costs are about 70 to 80% less for an electric vehicle, right? 
So what you'll plug in, what you'll pay for the power you plug in 
to charge that battery is about 70 to 80% less than what you 
pay to fill up your car with gas to go the same distance. We also 
know the maintenance costs are 70 and 80% less.
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Nathan Fletcher: 00:38:13 You never have to change the oil in an electric vehicle. Right? 
There is no oil and we know that downtime is less, but that's all 
fine and great if you have that initial money to get into it. And 
so we're looking at kind of things in our County just adopted our 
electric vehicle roadmap, which was a tenfold increase in our 
internal electric vehicle fleet. Um, and looking at how we 
pushed charging stations and those types of things. But it's, it's 
not just electric vehicles, right? It is transportation options. Yes, 
it is providing that. And so you don't have, I'm curious, so you, 
you were at the highest level that you can be out in the biggest 
state. Uh, you contemplated federal role. Uh, and I know you're 
like [inaudible]

Kevin De Leon: 00:38:52 came, came real close. Okay. Real close. Yes you were.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:38:57 But talk about, talk about kind of the intersection, I mean, what 
are the local officials need to do? What are the state official 
needs to do? What are the federal officials going to do? I mean, 
what are some things that every level of government needs to 
tackle individually so we can collectively, you know, this issue of 
not just greenhouse gas emissions and not just air quality, but 
also housing, which would be for them.

Kevin De Leon: 00:39:16 Everyone has to work in concert with each other at the federal, 
state, and local level. And oftentimes, as you know, through 
hurtful experience in real time, they don't work in concert with 
each other. Even if you're from the same political party, they 
often don't work in concert with each other, so they have to 
work in concert with each other. You got to sorta kind of fast 
forward and look at whether your outcomes that you want, the 
amount of, you know, millions of metric, tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent that you must reduce and eliminate altogether and 
work backwards. What are your tactics to reach this goal with 
regards to climate change and extreme weather patterns and 
air pollution that our children breathe into our lungs every 
single day. So then it goes to what you were saying, you know, 
uh, decarbonized the electric grid, that's one, you know, dealing 
with stationary sources and eliminating them all together.

Kevin De Leon: 00:40:04 Energy efficiency, huge energy efficiency is huge. Uh, tell pipe 
emissions, public, you know, transportation modes. Uh, it'll 
sound just for example, I'm a big fan. I like, you know, subway a 
lot. Um, but subway is very expensive and it's hard. It's very 
invasive and it just takes too long. Uh, the light rail is cool. I 
think it's fun. I, you know, here you guys had the light rail. I 
grew up in the light rail. Going to sign a Seattle. I just don't think 
it's fast enough, especially if it's at grade, you know, so it's not 
cold enough to, for people to get out, you know, the cars and 

https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2293.37
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2332.64
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2337.15
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2356.97
https://www.temi.com/editor/t/AacLFNBKeQkDxz1TmEL6NfeRr73co8YN36Gtx8Gp26qvN0dYB9SFNEclUVYwZxa5iUNYfPZAFyH7ogYHB8_OphKoZWE?loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=2404.85


change behaviors, you know. Um, I am increasingly becoming a 
fan of monorail. You know, the answer in many ways has been 
before us at Disneyland. Think about this, that monorail has 
been there for at least half it half a century.

Kevin De Leon: 00:40:51 And is that a child's monitor? It's not like going to the San Diego 
zoo and right outside of the zoo, you know, where the, uh, the 
merry-go-round is. You've got the little train ride over there. It's 
a little child's train. It isn't a, an adult real monorail. And it's 
been going on there for more than half a century. They're way 
ahead of our time. It's less invasive, less expensive. And I'm 
thinking of vision for Los Angeles is how do you move people in 
and around the city, the region and the County buy something 
that's less invasive because we have the Olympics that are 
coming around the horizon in less than a decade. So you have to 
have an infrastructure. It's set up. It's the issue of housing and 
what you're talking about density, um, upstream. All of these 
come together to deal with what I said. Fast forward to 
eliminate greenhouse gases. You have to deploy all of these 
strategies and many of them are controversial in their own 
ways.

Kevin De Leon: 00:41:40 Um, but it's going to take the political leadership to get it done 
because if you have the roadmap and you say, we have no other 
choice, if in fact we're going to have an opportunity to leave, 
you know, uh, San Diego, California and American, there's 
world, a better place for our children and our grandchildren, 
then there is no other choice. You know, this is not a sort of 
kind of, should we, you know, I don't know. Or you know, the 
folks you know, out in the County, you know, they don't want 
this density and maybe that's not the place to put the density, 
but we have to be smarter than where we put the density in 
some areas that will accept the density, you know, but these are 
issues that we have to be smart about improvement because 
the resources are limited altogether. And we have some very 
strong political opposition that will try to append, if you will 
sabotage, undermine all our efforts by ms leading the 
constituents, you know, in ways that will confuse voters.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:42:31 Wonderful. Let's take a few questions. Any questions out there? 
Senator de load? We'll start a second.

Speaker 5: 00:42:36 Okay. I don't want to [inaudible] currently too. Um, so you 
know, it's a real big challenge because we're talking about like a 
single bike lane and we're the most dispersed in the NBA.

Kevin De Leon: 00:42:50 30th street in wet.
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Speaker 5: 00:42:52 It goes on 33 all the way from Adam that

Kevin De Leon: 00:42:55 okay. Or the number two bus. I used to take the number two 
bus. Yeah. Alcohol and Boulevard, university Avenue, Adams, 
way up, you know, Monroe street, although I know. Yeah.

Speaker 5: 00:43:03 And so what are the challenges that, you know, we kind of have 
with trying to sell people on the concept of bike lanes is 
electrical vehicles will save us. So why do we have to do any of 
that? And so how do you deal with those types of arguments 
and have you convinced people that transit Vikings and 
walkability is just as important as your investment?

Nathan Fletcher: 00:43:22 Well, there's always there, there's always a, this is going to 
come and solve it all. So it made me really think about it to 
every issue you ever face. Um, and, and you know, autonomous 
cars is the other one. You hear, you know, are we going to do 
anything cause everyone kind of autonomous cars and they're 
gonna drive right next to each other and talking to be fun. Um, 
and you know, I don't know, maybe, maybe that happens, but, 
but we know where we are and we know what we have to deal 
with now. Um, and the reality is if you look at planning from, 
from, from the majority of the world, uh, they figured out 
where people live and they figure out where people work in 
non-polluting jobs. And I forgot how they put them together. 
And then they start by saying, how do we link those two?

Nathan Fletcher: 00:44:00 You can walk. And then if you can't walk, they say, well, how 
can you get there via a bike or scooters? You know, something 
like that. And then to the extent that those are relatively far 
apart, then they, then they say, well how do we connect them 
with trains? And then the roads kind of fill in the gaps for things 
that don't fit any of those. And we do the exact opposite here. 
And I think, and you know, you know this, there's just a wealth 
of, of, of data and case studies out there where you know, you 
go to, but in a bike lane and everyone says, Oh my God, if you 
think about parking spot, the world's going to end. And then 
you put it in the bike and then all the businesses that done the 
world would end because they're gonna lose their parking spot.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:44:35 Or like, Oh my God, this greatest thing. Yeah, we have more 
pedestrian traffic and we have more folks come in and we have 
more business. And so I think the biggest challenge in politics is 
that I look at it when you make decisions, right? You're 
allocating money, rights, resources, land. And that is a potty. It's 
not a continuum, it's a pie. And so as you do one more thing, 
more than one thing, you're inherently doing less of something 
else. And that's okay because we think that that's progress. But 
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the notion that we should be terrified that someone is opposed 
to our idea, does it resonate with me? Because if no one is 
opposed to your idea, it doesn't really do anything. It's just the 
same pie. So when I say I want more money for transit, that 
means I want less money for roads because it's a finite amount 
of money.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:45:23 And when I say we need more bike paths, well that's going to 
be, there's less street parking because that's where the bike guy 
does and that's okay. And the voting rights act can, we said 
we're going to let African-Americans vote. That meant it was 
going to dilute the power, the voting power white people. But 
that was okay because it was progress. And so I just think, I 
think in general we should try and pick worthy, noble things. We 
should try and pick big coalitions and we should try to get them 
done. We had to make sure we do the right things. There's 
nothing worse than you do a huge policy and it collapses and 
doesn't work. Um, but, but I think you just have to, you have to 
kind of fight through opposition resistance. So yeah. One more. 
Yeah. I got a couple of,

Speaker 5: 00:45:57 I'm going to ask a question about your son about recently in 
regards to a complete transition to renewable energy by 2045. 
Alright, sorry. So I'm interested in studying computer science in 
college. So I've been doing a lot of sort of research on this 
renewable energy thing and how it plays into like electronics 
and all those brackets. And what I'm curious about is you said 
you have like scientific studies that show it'll be able to be 
incorporated into the economy. Well, I'm just curious if fuel 
cells will be efficient enough to store enough energy for San 
Diego in 2045 or if you think they're on the path for that.

Kevin De Leon: 00:46:36 I will say this. Um, so everyone has an understanding what 
Senate bill three 15 Senate bill 100 100 did was originally the 
goal was 50% renewable energy by the year 2030. I accelerate 
that. So it's 60%, 50% by the year 2026, which is about six years 
from now. All of California has to be 50% renewable energy. 
And that's a really big thing because this is the, this is not just 
any state. We're the fifth largest economy in the world. There's 
only four economies large in California. The United States, 
America, China, Japan. In Germany, California's GDP is larger 
than that of [inaudible] Putin's Russia. It is larger than France. It 
is larger than, uh, the UK. Uh, even with bars, Johnson and the 
whole controversy will Brexit right now, so large in India, larger 
than Italy. So we go to 60% renewable energy by the year 2030. 
So you ask a really good question.
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Kevin De Leon: 00:47:28 It, which is by the 20, 45, can we get to 100% clean energy? Do 
we have the technologies to get there? I think we get in right 
now, I think we have the technology to get us to about maybe 
about 80% clean energy. Uh, we need more advancements, 
innovation, uh, in the energy storage space. No question about 
that. But see, this is the idea is when John F. Kennedy, you 
know, announced to the world that I want to put a man on the 
moon. I doubt highly he knew exactly how he was going to get 
there. I think after the press conference he probably went to his 
advisors say, how the hell are we going to do this now? Yeah, 
Nathan, go figure this out and come back to me and report. You 
know, how are we actually gonna step by step get there. But 
what it does is it unleashes creativity and innovation and it 
creates opportunities for economic growth in jobs that are real 
intangible.

Kevin De Leon: 00:48:21 Putting Californians to work now be mindful about one thing. 
It's not just about climate change. It's not just about cleaner air, 
it's about transforming in economy. I'd rather do this and I am I 
publicly, I'm on the record and I've said it's clearly we can get a 
bunch of handful of Nobel prize economists and say, put us on 
the pathway for more robust economic growth. I will double, 
triple, quadruple down. And what I have started already that 
this will grow the economy in California and the rest of the 
country, uh, because it's about economic growth and creating 
jobs. Because, because of this that we will find the innovations 
and the technologies to get us to 100% clean slash renewable 
energy. And it will be an example for other sub national 
governments as well as the entire world. We have to get it right 
here in California because we have that innovation.

Kevin De Leon: 00:49:12 We have that immigrant spirit. We have that we can do attitude 
well, we just don't push the envelope. We tear the envelope 
apart. And that separates us from Washington, D C and the rest 
of the nation. And this is important because even if you had a 
democratic administration in Washington, D C because of the, 
the, the size of the national federal government and their 
inability to pivot as quickly, you know, as California, I think all 
eyes are watching California very closely and they're what 
they're looking for. That leadership in California a, there's a lot 
of um, um, bleakness if you will, throughout the country, 
throughout the world. But I think that's why more than ever, we 
have to be a beacon of hope and opportunity in a very uncertain 
world. And we cannot allow, you know, one electoral aberration 
reverse generations of progress, you know, at the height of our 
scientific advancement, our, our, our, our incredible diversity, 
our economic output in our sense of global responsibility. So a 
lot is riding on this very well. Some people have criticized as a 
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very humoristic, you know, goal, you know, but once we set 
that goal and we race towards it, it is for a better future for this 
state. And I'm absolutely confident that we will actually get 
there. And that in 2045, I believe we will get there 10 years in 
advance. I believe we'll get there in 2035, you know?

Nathan Fletcher: 00:50:41 Yeah. No, no, it's good. It's great.

Speaker 5: 00:50:43 Taking on this greater sense of when you were talking about the 
electric vehicle program at first thought that came up to me is 
why don't we do that for our transit writers or I predicted too 
much pollution into the environment. And what are you doing 
in your roles to elevate the solutions? I tried to defend the 
communities, low income communities have limited less and 
how it contributed to for the last in future. Um, what are we 
doing to elevate those voters? Which site you're at?

Kevin De Leon: 00:51:07 Yeah, that's a very good question. And let me just say this. Um, 
uh, a bill that I authored with Senate bill five 35, um, on the 
record, I'm not the biggest fan of, of, of cap and trade program, 
um, for a whole variety of reasons. But one of the reasons why 
others Senate bill five 35 is it takes a baseline of 25% of all 
auction revenues from cap and trade. We're talking about 
hundreds of millions if not billions of dollars. And we take that 
money and we use a, an instrumental tool called Calvin viral 
screen and we invest those dollars in energy efficiency projects, 
low income solar planting trees to sequester a CO2 as well as 
provide shade rebates for, uh, low income communities to 
purchase a vehicle. And those are in those communities. And I 
think the environmental justice community is having a much 
huge, a larger voice.

Kevin De Leon: 00:51:56 Historically, the EGA community did not have a voice at all 
whatsoever. They were pretty much isolated, you know, to uh, 
to the, uh, they were isolated, you know, uh, in marginalized 
they're having much larger voice and they're speaking truth to 
power. Um, I know that, you know, Nathan has seen them 
quite, you know, uh, at carb and they're not afraid of the 
establishment authority, which is a, a, I think, a really good 
thing. So they're having more a voice, they're having more truth 
to power and you're right, you know, oftentimes low income 
communities often, you know, emit less pollution cause they 
don't have that acquired wealth that, that buys goods. You 
know, consumerism, you know, but sometimes we do admit car 
wise, for example, much more pollution cause we had that 
older car, right? We have that older card that's an internal 
combustion car because of poverty, because we can't afford the 
technology. Right. And that's why we have to move policies with 
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intentionally purpose that democratizes these benefits. So 
everybody, regardless of your little color of your skin, regardless 
of who you love, you know, uh, regardless of your legal status 
can get access to that type of technology.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:53:02 One thing we're doing here locally, some of the newly elected 
chair of MTS metropolitan transit system. Yeah. [inaudible] um, 
I think we sleep less. Um, we operate on one eight. The one 
sentence, the have sex, one eight, the one sentence, 
elementary has two sons. So people say, why do we not have 
more buses? Why do I have more trolleys or shuttles? Because 
we as a region never paid for it. And, and so as a result of that, 
we have a very efficient system in terms of cost per rider in 
terms of impact, reach and fair recovery. Because we squeezed 
every penny we can. And we want to keep that same efficiency, 
but we're in the process now and I would encourage everyone 
here to go to elevate SD 20 twenty.com and we're going out to 
the community and talking about if we had a greater 
investment in transit, where would it go?

Speaker 5: 00:53:54 Are you aware that those pockets [inaudible]

Nathan Fletcher: 00:53:59 no, that's not true. That's not true. And you should come to the 
workshops and I will walk you through the projects where we're 
talking about increasing bus frequency and transit dependent 
communities, increasing door to door mobility, increasing the 
infrastructure around with how people get on and how people 
get off. How do we serve better the folks who need it and who 
use it. And then secondarily, how do we build the systems of 
people who don't use it? We'll use it because it's do you have to 
do both? You can't just do one. If we just serve the needs of 
getting new people into the transit system that we can get 
some cars off the road and we can begin to clean up our air. But 
if we don't simultaneously increase the ease of use and 
frequency and availability for those who are there, then we're 
not tackling the broader equity issues that we face.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:54:40 If we aren't getting that transit closer to where someone lives 
for how they get on, if we're not increasing the hours to be 
consistent with the job that they work. Right. I mean there 
there's a line of folks racing to catch that last bus or trolley 
home in which can be an impact on their job and those who are 
trans are dependent folks and so I can tell you as the chair of 
MTS we are doing both and if you've had an experience that 
does not that then you should tell me and we also have not 
brought forward what the plan would be. That's why we're 
outlets into the community and we're having a ton of these 
workshops and we're hearing and listening. What would folks 
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like what should be in it, what would it look like? And then the 
thought is we go to the voters in 2020 would be a decision the 
board would make next year and we ask for an investment for a 
half set investment in the infest service area, which would 
essentially double the annual budget of MTS.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:55:26 And if we could double that budget, we can really begin to 
address some of these inequities that are present. Is this March 
or a November? Very smart placement, very strategic. And 
we've never in the history San Diego, have we ever gone to the 
voters with a trains? It only measure, right. And so someone 
said, well how are you going to get two thirds of the San Diego 
to vote for something in two thirds? The CVA cuts we'll never 
use. Well, no, that's not true though, because if you're never 
going to use transit and investment in transit just means your 
drive will get a little bit quicker because if somebody else uses it 
and just alleviate a little bit of congestion. But we are working 
to try and talk all this last question real quick. Yes sir.

Speaker 5: 00:56:03 Yeah, I think that's going to, Senator mentioned just the notion 
of leadership and Latin sort of look, you know, the global space. 
One thing that makes us unique as a region obviously is the 
financial nature of things and you order, we're taking care of 
business at the state level. When it comes to carbon emissions. 
What kind of partnerships? We're talking about a couple of 
dozen.

Nathan Fletcher: 00:56:22 Yeah, that's a very good question. Obviously with

Kevin De Leon: 00:56:23 the carbon, you know, emissions at the port of entry, uh, and 
uh, the hot zones. Uh, uh, we have a close relationship with Baja 
California. Obviously there's a new president, uh, in Mexico 
right now. Um, I, I think we're, we're still trying to deal with, 
um, the, uh, submit knots, which would be the environmental 
protection agency and Senate, which is the secretary of energy 
of Mexico and, and trade with Mexico, uh, technologies and, 
and policies that would help decarbonize, you know, uh, their 
great, that would help decarbonize their economy as a whole. 
Uh, their GDP obviously is different from our GDP. We are, but 
nonetheless, carbon, you know, moves, you know, and it 
doesn't recognize borders. So it is, you know, we have to 
continue to work with them and, and, and devise the strategies 
and the technologies and the policies that will help Mexico 
decarbonize our grid as well.

Kevin De Leon: 00:57:22 There's a lot of very smart folks, uh, in, in [inaudible] and in 
Mexico city who wants to implement these policies as well to be 
mindful about one thing too, when we do this here, regardless 
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of all the criticism that we're showered with, we do this in a 
very thoughtful manner because we do this in a manner. Again, 
we just don't say SB 100 guys. It sounds good. 100% clean 
energy. Let's go for it. Oh guess what? The economy just got 
destroyed. Your utility rates just went up the roof and you just 
lost your job and geez, we're out of a job too cause we just got 
voted out of office, right? No politician is going to say, I got a 
great idea. I want to raise utility rates. I want to raise your gas 
prices and I want you to lose your job. Or I want to cause 
unemployment because I got a great goal here cause it's 
catching the sounds good.

Kevin De Leon: 00:58:06 There's thinking behind this and there's policy that's put forth. 
And then you have to use a leadership in face of all the 
incoming that's coming after you. You know, you know things 
that are apocryphal, untrue, inaccurate to try and persuade 
voters what I call FID FUD. You know, you use fear, you use 
uncertainty and you use doubt. And especially if you're a 
politician, right? You have a lot of experience with it. It's not you 
personally, but as witnessing it may be experiencing it, right? If 
you need a vote from somebody and they're, the opposition 
instills fear, uncertainty, and doubt, they're like, Oh, you know 
what? I love you Nathan. You're great guy, man. But you know, 
and this one I had to pass on this one. I'm not gonna, I can't 
vote for you on this one cause they scared the bejesus out of 
you because just a, you vote for this measure.

Kevin De Leon: 00:58:54 They're going to come after you and we're gonna tell the people 
that the unemployment rate has everything to do with the 
national economy and global circumstances is your fault and 
we're going to vote you out and we're gonna pour X amount of 
money against you in the next reelection. So you have to get 
past that. And I can, what's good about, I think San Diego 
County and the aggregate for California, California is strongly 
believing in our climate change policies. California's even 
Republicans 51, you know, not as intense, not is as passionate, 
but they believe that we need to do something. And I will say 
something about people of color and Latinos in particular, 
Latinos, African Americans and Asian Americans. Quantitatively 
speaking, when you talk about policies to move forward a more 
decarbonized just economy, uh, and actually how do you pay 
for it. And if that means paying a little more, whether it's an 
extension of a sales tax and increasing the sales tax, a parcel, 
you know, a pit, whatever it may be, it is people of color who 
consistently consistently say we support this more so than the 
vast majority of high propensity, you know, um, uh, boaters, 
you know, in San Diego or elsewhere.
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Kevin De Leon: 01:00:09 So, you know, I, I think Latinos, because we did some polling w 
w little back, you know, and we had a narrative of who the 
environmentalist, right? You know, at the Sierra club and 
California league of conservation voters and the NRDC and your 
local and w we had this narrative veteran, our minds even, I had 
it too, right? Because I don't consider myself a traditional 
environmentalist, you know? And then when we looked at the 
cross tabulations it was right off the charts. It was Latina women 
in particular because of the pollution, because of the asthma 
rates, cause everything with no parks and open space, cement, 
concrete, asphalt, all this stuff, right. And sometimes other 
communities because it's been so normalized that we have a 
park or whether you live in the Hoyer or mission Hills, your front 
yard or your backyard is larger than pocket parks in 
communities throughout the city, not just in San Diego but LA 
and elsewhere.

Kevin De Leon: 01:01:00 Right? So this is about human and this is about civil rights. It's 
about who has access to clean air and clean water, green parks 
and open space. And that's why working with the elected 
officials and in, in, in, in charge of regulatory bodies like the 
MTS and carb as a member, um, you have to, and you have to 
speak truth to power and sometimes be the sharp tip of the 
spear. I've had folks a upset with me too. You know, I've had 
folks upset with me who are friends and allies as well too. And 
we agree, we disagree, but we work it out and we move 
forward together. You know, eventually, because eventually you 
want a better society so we can breathe clean air. And again, it 
shouldn't be the color of your skin that decides who gets to 
breathe clean air and drink clean water. Kevin Dalio.

Speaker 6: 01:01:44 Thank you. Thank you much. Thank you. Let's say it's Kevin de 
leon.com yeah. Important. Thank you all very, very much. 
Appreciate it. Thank you.
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